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DR. BUP TC IMPORT GAME BIRDS FRO MIDDLE EAST

The introduction of desert-bred game bHirds from the Middle East to similar
locolities in this country is approaching realization, the Tspartment of tre
Intcrior announced today. This summer, the Fish and »116.11:&3 Service is again
sending its foreign game-tird specialist, Dr. Gardiner Bump, to Turikey, Siriz,
Irag and also Iran, if conditions nermit, to trap certain species of nommigratory
game birds for shipment to the United S ates

In 1950, Dr. Bump spent six months in Middle Eastern deserts and mountains
studying and col.l.ectmg desirable =rpe01°s not destructive to crops or native birds.
During this time, he found four specles worth a trial introduction in narts of the
West and Southwest. Iast month e made a thorough inspection of Soutiwestern
habitats where the birds will e eventually liberzted.

Scheduled to leave this country on June 24, Dr. Bump nlans to spe*m six to
eight months live<trapping from 200 to 500 of -cach species selected. To suard
at,ams’c disease these birds will be quar:an*"meo for one month orerseas, then

gaipped by Scandinavian Alrllnes to New York City. There they will go tarough
three wec's quarantine at the United States Butean of Animel Iwcmsur"*“ Station
at Clifton, MNew Jersey. Then they are sent to the carefully selected arsasin Tew

liexico, Arizona, and Utan choscn in co-operation with the anme defparwents of each
State. Seluctlon of these sites was oased cn similarity of tonozraphy, water
quantity, climate, and food supply with those of countries in which the binds now
live.

Tee Fish and Wildlife Service, the Wildlife Managzement Institute, and th
State game commissions will work under a co-onerative agresment insuring closg
scientific control for the new inhebitants.

In this way, the imortation of foreimn game birds is more likely to succeed
then other larre-scole atterpts in the past virich lacked adequate biological
research and proper habitat investization.

Chdzar partridge——an ideal hunting bird beceuse of its fast ﬂioht——is to be
ceught in Wl*"’:e,/ and Syria. Oriental o(nd cgrouse, related to the pilgeon family,
will come from the vast plains and uplands of Anatolia, Turkey. Sand partridge,
or seesee, will be +rapped in northern Iraq (mcsoootama) This bird makes the
best eat:xrr: of the four species. It is iike our quz:.ll in size.

Most beantiful bird will be the tlack partridee, or frencolin, which sports
a silizy black breast spotted with dashes of vhite. They are found in the “istori-
cally ancient valleys of Ephrates and Tigris Rivers near fabled Babylon in Iraq.

B.mrp’s assistant will be Jemes Cox, a Statc biologist of N. M, He will
help in ..re;xgpmg and care of those birds carmarked for importntion.
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